AUPHF AGM

Institut français, London
20 May 2011 

Present
Mary Bryden (President), Lucille Cairns (Vice-President), David Culpin (Treasurer), Adrian Armstrong (Membership Secretary), Russell Goulbourne (Secretary), Guy Austin, Kate Beeching, Robert Blackwood, Bill Burgwinkle, Tony Chafer, Jackie Clarke, Maeve Conrick, Lisa Downing, Nicole Fayard, Philip Ford, Charles Forsdick, Laurence Grove, Mairéad Hanrahan, Nicholas Harrison, Susan Harrow, Diana Holmes, Chris Johnson, James Kearns, Mike Kelly, Angela Kimyongür, Dawn Marley, Enda McCaffrey, Pamela Moores, Phil Powrie, Vera Regan, Michael Sheringham, Martin Shipway, Michael Syrotinski, Chris Tinker, Claudine Tourniaire, Tim Unwin, Elodie Vialleton, Peter Wagstaff, Jan Windebank.
1. Apologies for Absence
Jennifer Birkett, Bill Brooks, Máire Cross, Derek Connon, Peter Dayan, Diana Knight, Keith Reader.
2.  Obituaries

The Vice-President reported the sad losses to the profession of David Bradby, Frank Healey, Dorothy Knowles and Zara Zaddy.  As is customary, a minute’s silence was observed in their memory.

3.  Minutes of AGM 2010
These were accepted as a correct record.

4.  Matters arising

7.5 On behalf of the Executive Committee, the President proposed that the role of Membership Secretary, hitherto held informally by either the Treasurer or another member of the Executive Committee, be formally constituted as a separate role on the Executive. The proposal was accepted unanimously.
5.  New Officers

5.1 The President noted that officers on the Executive Committee who had served for three years were not normally asked to serve immediately again without a year’s lapse. Exceptionally, therefore, she proposed, on behalf of the Executive Committee, that David Culpin be appointed for a further term of office as Treasurer. The proposal was accepted unanimously.

5.2 The President thanked Diana Holmes, who was stepping down from the Executive Committee, for her service, in particular as the link with the Society for French Studies, a role to be assumed by Mairéad Hanrahan.

5.3 With nominations received from three members for two positions on the Executive Committee, a ballot was held, as a result of which Philip Ford and Vera Regan were elected.
6.  President’s Report

The President summarised her activities in the course of 2010/11:
6.1  On 18 June, the President represented AUPHF at a ceremony at the Royal Hospital Chelsea, to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Appeal of General De Gaulle. The event was attended by David Cameron and Nicolas Sarkozy.

6.2  During August, the President and the Treasurer collaborated to undertake  a routine update of the website.

6.3 On 20 August the President wrote a letter to the Vice-Chancellor of Swansea University, expressing AUPHF’s opposition to plans to make drastic reductions in Modern Languages staffing, and pressing for a reconsideration of the decision.  She was subsequently invited by the Times Higher journalist Hannah Fearn to write an open letter on cuts to Modern Languages; she did so on behalf of AUPHF, and this was published in the issue of 2-8 September, along with an article on the Swansea situation specifically, quoting from the AUPHF letter to the Vice-Chancellor. 

6.4 On 15 September, the President wrote to Michael Gove, Secretary of State for Education, welcoming his idea of instigating an English baccalaureate which would include a foreign language, and asking for a renewed commitment to sustaining language teaching within schools.  She received a reply to this (dated 5 November 2010) from the Public Communications Unit of the Department for Education, stating that: ‘The Department agrees that language skills are important to the social and economic future of the country’.

6.5 During September and early October the President worked intensively on the two nomination rounds for French representation on the REF Modern Languages

sub-panels.

6.6 On 20 September, the President represented AUPHF at a British Academy event at the Royal Society (speakers including David Willetts) on the future of arts, humanities, and social sciences.

6.7 On 20 October, the President represented AUPHF at a meeting at the IGRS, convened by Naomi Segal, for heads of subject associations.

6.8 During November, the President coordinated views relating to the efficacy or otherwise of GCSE, AS and A2 syllabuses, at the request of Philip Ford, who was the university representative at a meeting convened at the Department for Education on 16 November.  Professor Ford was able to feed these comments into the discussion, and undertook to report back to us on any subsequent developments.

6.9 On 2 November 2010 the President wrote to SUNY at Albany, to protest about discontinuation of language programmes, and to join the online petition.   

6.10 On 9 November 2010 the President again wrote to Michael Gove, this time to express AUPHF concern about the continued uncertainty over the future of the British Council Assistantships scheme in England and Wales.  A reply forwarded on 8 December from Nick Gibb, Minister of State for Schools, stated that the reason for the uncertainty over the continuation of the scheme was the cross-government freeze on paid-for advertising.  After a review, it was declared that recruitment of English Language Assistants for the 2011/12 academic year could proceed. Nevertheless, the late decision and impending deadline (14 January) had caused difficulties for many.

6.11 On 13 January 2011 the President was contacted by Professor Kersti Börjars (Manchester), REF Sub-Panel Chair for Modern Languages, concerning the potential use of citation in REF 2014.  She spoke to Professor Börjars the same day, and conveyed AUPHF views about the grounds for our preference for peer review. 

6.12 On Monday 14 February, the President wrote to the Principal of the University of Glasgow, Professor Anton Muscatelli (with a copy to Professor Murray Pittock, Head of the College of Arts), to protest against the proposed cuts in Modern Languages provision. 

6.13 After a front-page Financial Times report on 21 February about the Foreign Office request for ‘English-only’ exams for entrance to EU posts, the President wrote to the FT to point out the defects in this kind of concession.  This letter was printed on 23 February, along with two others on the same subject.

6.14 On 3 March 2011, the President submitted the AUPHF submission on the subject of the English Baccalaureate to the parliamentary inquiry.  This was acknowledged the following day, with notification that we would receive a copy of the report and evidence once it was published.  Written evidence is usually published via internet or in hard copy, alongside the Committee’s report and oral evidence.

6.15 On 9 March 2011, the President represented AUPHF at the launch of the ‘Humanities Matter’ initiative, at the House of Commons. 

6.16 On 24 March 2011, the President wrote letters to David Willetts, and to Sir Alan Langlands (Chief Exec., HEFCE), to express AUPHF concerns about the status of the year abroad in MFL degrees, under the new fees regime, and to ask for support for a national system of student bursaries to offset costs, and also for assurances that subject associations would continue to be consulted.  In connection with the above, it was also agreed (25 March) that AUPHF would be co-signatories to a letter to be sent from BUTEX (British Universities Transatlantic Exchange Association) to BIS, so as to present a wider front of concern.  A response was received, dated 12 April, from Sir Alan Langlands, encouraging a response to be made to the future funding consultation to be begun shortly.

6.17 On 11 April, the President coordinated and sent in the AUPHF submission to the National Curriculum Review, expressing concern about declining take-up of MFL, and urging that it be adopted as part of the National Curriculum at Key Stages 2, 3, & 4. 

6.18 In late April the President, on behalf of AUPHF, joined as co-signatory to the letter (organised by James Ladyman at Bristol) expressing concern about the apparent role of the ‘Big Society’ slogan in the AHRC Delivery Plan, and stating our belief that the independence of the research councils must be visibly paramount.  The letter (signed by 32 learned societies) was published in the Times Higher of 21 April, and later in The Observer.

6.19 The President concluded her report by stating that some of the correspondence and submissions mentioned can be found on the AUPHF website, under ‘Minutes and Documents’.

7.  Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer presented the Annual Financial Statement, reporting that the financial position of the Association was healthy: income from subscriptions was down following some retirements and because subscriptions were not received on 1 January; but income had been generated by the Annual Event and there had been no increase in the otherwise variable travel costs incurred by the Executive Committee, with the result the overall balance was up on the previous year (£863.26 compared to £521.49). The Financial Statement was approved. 

8. Membership Secretary’s Report
The Membership Secretary reported that, year on year, membership was up, with 58 colleagues from 37 institutions in 2011, compared to 50 members from 33 HEIs in 2010, indicating the increased reach of the Association. He also reported on his continuing efforts to encourage colleagues to pay their membership by standing order on 1 January.
9.  AOB

The President reported that the annual salary review had been completed and uploaded onto the website, and that work on the External Examiners’ database was ongoing.
10.  Date/venue of next AGM
tbc
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