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House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

15 September 2010 


Dear Mr Gove 

I am writing to you in my capacity as President of the Association of University Professors and Heads of French (AUPHF).  These are worrying times for language professionals, with significant drops in entrants for GCSE and A Levels in Modern Languages.  The knock-on effect for Higher Education means that some language departments are currently facing shrinkage or even closure.  Yet this comes at a time when a succession of official reports, including those from the CBI, the British Academy, and HEFCE, have been drawing attention to a dangerous shortfall in British Modern Languages graduates for the global employment market.

Naturally, the decreasing applications to Modern Languages degrees must be linked to some extent to the ongoing effects of the 2004 decision to drop languages from the core curriculum, and, although there are plans to reintroduce them to the primary curriculum, there is justifiable concern about whether or not the supply of appropriately qualified language graduates will be sufficient to undertake this reintroduction.  In these circumstances, my colleagues and I were heartened to read the reports of your recent remarks about the regrettable downturn in foreign language learning.  We are also aware of your pre-election message (as publicised on the 'Wall of Language' website) concerning your strong support for retaining and promoting language learning within schools, in order to 'ensure that pupils are given the opportunity to study modern languages'.  The idea you have floated of instigating an 'English baccalaureate', which would include a foreign language element, is a very promising one, and we look forward to hearing more detail of the proposal in the White Paper later this year.  

As this consultative stage proceeds, could we ask for a renewed commitment on your part to finding imaginative ways of sustaining language teaching within schools?  As a body closely concerned with the future of the language disciplines, we in the AUPHF should be only too pleased to contribute to discussions aimed at ensuring the healthy continuance of Modern Languages, and the establishment of seamless language pathways between primary, secondary, and tertiary levels.  As you yourself have acknowledged, fluency in languages and familiarity with other cultures are essential attributes in a world where international cooperation is ever more crucial, and where student employability is central to the mission of both secondary and higher education.

All best wishes,
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