Feedback on ‘Future Directions’ Consultation

The outcomes of this consultation will assist us in developing detailed delivery plans for future Spending Reviews. If you could please complete this questionnaire to provide feedback on the AHRC’s ‘Future Directions’, it would be extremely valuable. Any information you provide will be treated confidentially.

Taking a More Strategic Approach to Research
Q1
One aim of this consultation is to develop a new approach to AHRC-generated research themes. 

Please outline any broad research themes WITHIN the arts and humanities which should be considered a priority for AHRC funding. Please briefly explain why these themes are important areas for further development.  

	NB We take this question to relate to broad research themes for which the AHRC may be interested in offering strategic support (as it has, for instance, 'Religion and Society', or 'Diasporas, Migrations and Identities), NOT to any possible 'Core Themes' that would, in effect, replace the current (already considerably reduced) panels to which applicants would be able to submit proposals. (See our first point in response to question 16.)
1. Languages generally. Languages are crucial as, inter alia, a medium for cultural understanding and exchange; as access point to European literatures, cultures, histories and thought; as markers of identity; as cultural assembly points. Specifically, the role of translation and the notion of 'minority' languages are examples of approaches which would attract widespread interest.  

2. European intercultural/artistic exchanges. This theme is clearly essential to the improved cohesion of EU member states, and perhaps particularly important to the UK, which has been marked by its ambivalent stance towards European union and integration. Such exchanges should be considered across a broad historical range, and not restricted to contemporary cultures. The permeability of national cultural boundaries has never been more apparent, but the phenomenon extends back much further than is often assumed; it covers ancient, medieval, and early-modern cultures, and of course is also apparent even at the height of the 'nation-state' epiphenomenon in the 19th and 20th centuries. In the face of research that can claim 'heritage' value, and whose impact can thereby be readily demonstrated (see question 6 below), the value of 'transnational' approaches needs to be defended. Moreover, to enhance understanding of intercultural exchange across the centuries, through research and education, is to enhance citizenship.  

3. European identities, including ethnicity, gender, and sexuality. These themes are important for further development because they concern every EU citizen (everyone has an ethnic, gendered, and sexual identity, be it consonant with norms and thus problem-'free' or not). Ethnic tensions are widespread in all EU countries, as are, although to a less obvious extent, tensions generated by persisting inequalities between male and female citizens and by demands on the part of lesbians and gays to legal rights equal to those of heterosexual married couples.  
4.The culture of work as a part of reflection on the self and society, the social body, etc. This theme has significant links to, inter alia, colonial and postcolonial studies, economics, globalization, history, literature, and visual culture. 





Please outline any broad research themes across other subject disciplines which should be considered a priority for AHRC funding. Please briefly explain why these themes are important areas for further development.

	A cross-council programme on globalization, in which Modern Languages might take a lead. Globalization is self-evidently a crucial contemporary phenomenon which impacts upon the lives of all UK citizens.



Q2
How far do you agree with the following statement? “Arts and humanities perspectives should play a more central role in shaping RCUK Programmes’

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q3

Please provide details on the further ways in which AHRC could achieve a more central and influential role in Cross-Council Programmes:

	1. By stressing the unique role played by AHRC: it is the only research council representing the arts and humanities, and therefore has a crucial responsibility to promote its 'fundamental role in underpinning the quality of life and hence the wellbeing of society' ('Arts and Humanities Research Landscape', p. 2). Quality of life and the wellbeing of society cannot be reduced to the meeting of physical and material needs/ aspirations; and precisely, the arts and humanities go beyond the necessary but not sufficient physical/ material conditions of such quality and wellbeing.

2. By initiating projects on language acquisition and aspects of Applied Linguistics (e.g. sociolinguistics) which would intersect with the ESRC.
3. By initiating projects across the boundaries between arts/ humanities and medical sciences, building on the 'medical humanities' component of medics' training.

4. By initiating projects across the boundaries between arts (literature and visual culture) and the neurological sciences.




Q4
Is there a need for the AHRC to provide capital funding for new national research facilities / infrastructure?


	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 





If ‘Yes’, please list the types of national facilities you think the AHRC should consider funding:

	1. A high-profile physical place/ space, such as an Institute for the Arts and Humanities, centrally located, would serve as a visible locus and would achieve public outreach. Such a centre could also act not only as a base for visiting international scholars who are participating in AHRC-funded collaborations, but also as a conference venue.
2. The restoration of some sort of revised Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS) might provide an essential national service.



Q5
How much do you agree with the following statement? “The AHRC should further enhance its support for researchers to help them realise the impact from their research”


	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q6
Should the AHRC develop its brokerage role to support academics in realising the full range of impacts from their research?

	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 




If ‘Yes’, please give examples of the ways in which the AHRC could act in a brokerage role to support links with potential users and beneficiaries of AHRC-funded research:

	
1. By providing more varied concrete examples than have previously been supplied, applicable to many more areas within the arts and humanities, of previous links between non-academic users and beneficiaries of AHRC-funded research. Examples supplied in the past have been very limited and have focussed exclusively on projects with obvious 'applied' impact.

2. Where researchers are not active in 'UK heritage areas', it is harder for them to achieve outreach objectives/ impact beyond the academy with UK audiences/ 'users'. The AHRC could, with its breadth of expertise and experience, act as a mediator in linking those researchers to potential audiences/ 'users' in other educational settings, in the cultural industries, etc. 
NB We would like to stress that while we welcome the development of such a brokerage role, it should not be used as an excuse for a disproportionate diversion of funds away from existing research support. 



Q7  
Are there other ways in which the AHRC could help embed knowledge transfer more fully in the research it funds or enhance the impact of AHRC-funded research?

	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 



If ‘Yes’, please give examples of the ways in which the AHRC could help to embed knowledge transfer and/or enhance the impact of AHRC-funded researchers:

	1. By deploying AHRC staff to universities to advise researchers through consultation and joint planning.

2. By initiating a high-quality (perhaps bi-annual) research publication, perhaps web-based, inviting AHRC-funded researchers to present their work in progress, their ongoing findings, and eventually their completed project.



Sustaining People

Q8
How much do you agree that further support from AHRC is needed for early career researchers?

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q9
Are there any further ways that the AHRC could use the new AHRC fellowship scheme or other funding schemes to support early career researchers more effectively?

	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	No   FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Don’t Know   FORMCHECKBOX 



If ‘Yes’, please provide details on the further ways the new AHRC fellowship scheme or other funding schemes could be used to support early career researchers:


	1. A facile response would be to propose the earmarking of special funds for early career researchers. However, this would inevitably diminish the amount of support available to more senior researchers, who are more likely to be involved in large-grant applications as PI or CI, and whose 'impact' will probably be greater. Researchers at all stages of their career need to be supported, provided their research application shows appropriate intellectual quality. NB: Rationales for supporting early career researchers do not relate solely to emerging fields. They also relate to established fields that continue to evince excellence and impact, but that are threatened by retirement patterns. Hence prioritization of awards might take into account the demographic profile of disciplines, though such profiles may prove difficult to establish.



Q10
How far do you agree with the statement that the AHRC should further improve its support for the development and training of postgraduates?

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Q11
What are the key training needs of postgraduate students in your field? For each example, please provide details of any further ways in which the AHRC could support these needs:

	
NB The problem in the formulation of this question is the distinction between AHRC-funded students and those funded from other sources. The Council might be reluctant to provide research expenses for those they do not fund directly. What they might do, however, is continue to develop the Collaborative Doctoral Training schemes, a suggestion covered by point 2 below. 
1. Postgraduate students in French and francophone studies will almost invariably need to visit libraries, archives etc. in France or in other French-speaking countries. It would be helpful if the AHRC could offer some kind of financial aid to offset the expenses involved in such periods of research abroad.

2. Archival and philological work often requires the acquisition of particular skills. Formal training courses for the purpose are often uneconomical to organize: training tends to be delivered on a one-to-one basis by staff with the relevant expertise. It might prove worthwhile to offer buy-out funding for staff, to enable them to develop and deliver training of this kind across a number of ROs at once (e.g. on a regional basis).

3. Financial aid could also be given to postgraduate students to facilitate the presentation and dissemination of their research findings at conferences and workshops in Britain and abroad - poster sessions, work in progress, etc.





Q12
What do you see as potentially vulnerable or emerging subject areas in which the AHRC should support postgraduate research and training?

	In terms of potentially vulnerable areas in French and francophone studies: linguistics, poetry studies, pre-1800 studies, theatre studies. It should be noted that Modern Foreign Languages are already designated by HEFCE as one of a number of Strategically Important and Vulnerable Subjects, and that a number of the sub-fields we  mention here were identified as vulnerable by RAE2008.
An emerging area in which doctoral training might be valuable is comparative literature/comparative cultural studies.




Q13
What do you see as areas of national importance in which the AHRC should support postgraduate research and training?

	Postgraduate research and training in any foreign-language area are of national strategic importance insofar as the UK cannot afford to become a country in which its researchers can only operate in English. Such monolingualism would be disastrous: in all disciplines, including but going beyond the arts and humanities, knowledge would be limited to what has been published in the English language. 



Partnerships and Networks

Q14
Please list any organisations you feel the AHRC should have strong partnerships with. For each organisation, please describe why a close relationship would be particularly beneficial:

	Organisation:

CNRS

	Benefits:

Links, collaboration and synergies between UK-based and French-based academics, in a panoply of disciplines.



Q15
Do you think the AHRC should do more to develop strong international collaborations for UK arts and humanities researchers?


	Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 

	No   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Don’t Know  FORMCHECKBOX 



If ‘Yes’ please provide details of any further ways the AHRC should facilitate international research collaboration:

	1. By spearheading joint initiatives with the CNRS in France, with the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie, and the equivalents of the CNRS in Switzerland (SNFS), Belgium (FNRS) and Quebec (or, more generally, CNRC). (Note that the British Academy already has small programmes with the CNRS and the Maison des Science de l'Homme.)
2. By giving more profile (and more funding) to research topics with international dimensions. At present there is an over-emphasis on UK national heritage and culture.

3. By providing more attractive funding packages (rather than fees-only awards) to EU PhD students, especially in the context of project studentships. By providing buy-out time (rather than merely out-of-pocket expenses) for international collaborators with UK-based researchers.




Other Comments

Q16
Do you have any further comments regarding future directions of the AHRC?

	1. We do not consider that themes rather than disciplines and sub-disciplines should become the basis of AHRC strategy. This will simply reinforce the already worrying tendency towards anglophonization of UK research. A balance of thematic approach and disciplinary distinctiveness is appropriate. We wish to stress that Modern Foreign Languages have clear disciplinary/methodological specificities and strengths, which can make critically important contributions to the national focus in much research. Genuine internationalization of a research agenda without strong Modern Foreign Languages is impossible.
2. Modern Languages are vital to the future health of UK research, for if reading skills in other languages gradually die out, how will researchers in any discipline be able to access archives and texts in any language other than English? If the AHRC is serious about internationalization, it needs to realize that this means more than collaborating in English with people abroad on subjects of interest mainly to the anglophone world. 
3. We welcome the recognition/restatement by the AHRC ('Arts and Humanities Research Landscape', p.14) of the need to provide time for Arts and Humanities researchers. Moreover, given that time rather than capital equipment is the resource with the greatest marginal return on investment in most Arts and Humanities disciplines, we would like to suggest that 'supporting' the role of the individual researcher is at least as important in achieving the ambitious research strategy the AHRC seeks to develop as 'clarifying' his/her role within collaborative, strategic and interdisciplinary research contexts ('Arts and Humanities Research Landscape', p. 13). 




Context Information

Please provide the following information which will help us place your comments in context. These details will be used solely for the purpose of analysing responses to this consultation. You do not have to provide this information.

Q17
Are the answers to this questionnaire an individual or collective response?

	Individual   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Collective   FORMCHECKBOX 



If this is a collective response and you are happy to do so, please provide details of who else has been consulted or contributed to your response:

	I am sending this response as President of AUPHF, but it is very much a collective response from the whole of the Executive Committee of AUPHF. Details of the Executive Committee membership are available on the AUPHF website.  



Q18
 If you are happy to do so, please provide the names of any subject groups, Learned Societies or other groups of which you are a member?

	 Not applicable (this is a collective response)



Q19
If you are happy to do so, please provide the name of your Academic Institution:


Not applicable (this is a collective response)
	


Q20
Which of the following best indicates your position at your institution?

	Research Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Research Assistant
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Research Associate
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Lecturer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Senior Lecturer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Principal Lecturer/Reader
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Professor
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Please indicate whether you would be happy for us to contact you individually as a follow up to this consultation
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If so, please provide your details below

	Name:
	Professor Lucille Cairns

	Address:
	French Department, University of Durham, Elvet Riverside, New Elvet, Durham 

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	Post Code:
	DH1 3JT
	

	Tel number
	07976936904
	Email:
	lucille.cairns@durham.ac.uk


Thank you for completing this questionnaire. Your thoughts and comments are much appreciated.

Please return this form to: fdfeedback@ahrc.ac.uk
Or alternatively post to:

Miss Rebecca Borrill

Evaluation Division

AHRC

Whitefriars

Lewins Mead

Bristol

BS1 2AE

If you have any queries, please contact Rebecca Borrill:

Email: r.borrill@ahrc.ac.uk  Tel: 0117 987 6556

1

