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AUPHF event on Thursday 4 May 2006 (RAE session) at the French Institute, London.  Both Sub-Panel chairs (French and European Studies) were present and answered questions from the floor. The following is based upon a collation of members’ notes, collated by the AUPHF President, read and either amended or commented on by Margaret Atack and Mike Smith 

Notes:

After a brief explanation of the working methods of the Sub-Panel, the following information was given in response to wide-ranging questions.

International observers are members of the Main Panel and will not be involved in the work of assessment and evaluation of the sub-panel.

   International observers on the French sub-panel are Michael Holquist, Elaine Showalter and Elizabeth Traugott; on European Studies: Alberta Sbragia

All outputs will be read (subject to availability).

All outputs will be treated equally.

The sub-panel will double-read a certain proportion of items (25% for French).
AHRC Observers have no voting rights.

ES panel includes diasporas (e.g. Latin-American).

European Studies expects as in previous exercises to make numerous cross-referrals.

Outputs cross-referred will be assessed by criteria of the originating panel.

ES weightings now:

75% outputs

15% environment

10% esteem.

French weightings now:

75%  Outputs

20%  Environment

5%    Esteem.

Research Environment

  French:   the sub-panel will exercise its discretion as to whether to award a single score, or whether to allocate separate scores for the three sub-headings (structure, staff and students, strategy).

  European Studies:  Single scores will be given for both Environment and Esteem, but may be moderated up or down to reflect particular areas of strength or weakness.

Environment is a gauge of each UoA’s contribution to the ‘sustainability of the discipline’.   [French sub-panel give credit for a UoA’s contribution to the sustainability of the discipline under ‘Environment’.  MA] 

Panel M tends to use the following to distinguish Environment and Esteem: ‘Environment’ addresses the internal situation; ‘Esteem’ is external impact. 

Esteem: single scores will be given. Only most significant esteem factors should be listed. Details to be ‘managed’, not exhaustive.  [i.e. it could be quite unmanageable if the kinds of indicators of esteem that one might list for younger colleagues were also included in exhaustive detail for senior colleagues in addition to all their more senior marks of esteem.  MA]   Esteem relates to individuals.

Pedagogic research will be considered, but needs to be true research. [i.e. meeting RAE definition of research – annex 3, panel criteria and working methods  MA] [nb a briefing note for panels on the assessment of pedagogical research is being drawn up, and it is expected this will be made available to HEIs on the RAE website once it has been finalised and issued to panels later this year] 

Category C staff must be demonstrably integrated (examples include: co-supervising PhDs, giving papers at research seminars).  If Category C staff are judged not to be so integrated, their publications will be discounted.  The same expectations of quality and quantity will apply to Cat. C as to Cat. A.   [RAE team subsequently confirmed that CAT C treated as CAT A in all respects, i.e. 4 outputs unless a case can be made against the criteria in ‘individual staff circumstances’] 
If fewer than 4 outputs, need to explain why in RA5b (individual staff circumstances)

Early career researchers: appointed after 1/8/2003, two outputs expected; after 1/8/2005, one expected.

Senior academic management removed from ‘mitigating circumstances’.

There will be no established hierarchy of journals.

The ‘superbooks’ issue:
4 outputs are normally submitted.   If fewer than 4 outputs, an explanation is necessary in RA5b against the criteria, which include ‘projects of significant scale and scope’ (Generic Guidance para 39).   Sub-Panel would decide whether to accept or reject explanation as sufficient reason for fewer than 4 outputs.   Missing output returned as ‘unclassified’ if reason not accepted.

In a separate, unrelated process, French sub-panel will use its discretion to give additional weighting to an output which it considers to represent a special achievement (French criteria para 14).   

Edited or joint outputs: use RA2 section – 300 word joint statement on input of each researcher. (Make no claim for quality).

Cross referral requests: detailed guidance can be found at paras. 52-55 of the General Statement.  Request is made by the HEI, but panels retain discretion to make cross-referrals in the interest of the quality of evaluation.   

Material used e.g. as article en route to a book, cannot be used twice. Point of clarification: can submission include: ‘Please discount pp. X to x’?   [I would suggest one lists the chapter to be assessed, rather than material to be ignored. MA] 

 Editorships; journal editing etc –may figure under Esteem or Environment. But UoAs must not make explicit claim to Special Achievement; the sub-panel will determine.    

4* is considered a realistic and attainable level of highest quality.  

Definitions, e.g. 4*; ‘International’ refers to quality not exposure.

Web publications are acceptable and given equal consideration.
Mitigating and special circumstances: there is no formula to be applied. Each case will be considered individually.  
In the case of edited volumes, research agenda must be made clear. A key phrase here is ‘intellectual design’, akin to ‘aims and objectives’.
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